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  Last Post 
 
Elsie Estabrooks, a long time resident of Richmond and member of the Richmond Legion and LA passed away 
on May 26th at the age of 85.  Elsie and her late husband had 4 children, 5 grand-children and 6 great-grand-
children. I did not know Elsie well but she was a tiny, lovely lady who spent her final few years in a retirement 
residence after being diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Elsie was not a member of our Legion when she passed but 
she certainly deserves mention here.  
 
Helen Cowick passed away June 5 at the age of 91. Helen moved to Richmond in 1958 with 
her beloved Tom.  They had two children, Bill and Janice, two grandchildren and 4 great-
grandchildren. Helen was one of the few female WW II veterans at our branch (I know Ida 
Kirkland is also a veteran but I am unable to name the others if there are any). I still remem-
ber running into Helen at the Richmond Plaza several years ago and she was all excited and 
scared and  anxiously awaiting the impending birth of her first great-grandchild! When Helen 
celebrated her 90th birthday last year, I was touched and honoured to be invited to the cele-
bration.  I love this picture of Helen that was in the paper and decided to use it here.  Helen 
you were a lovely lady and you will most definitely be missed.  

Last Post 

 
Elsie Estabrooks 

May  26 2016 

 

Helen Cowick 

June  5 2016 

I was shocked, confused, bewildered  
As I entered Heaven's door,  
Not by the beauty of it all,  
Nor the lights or its decor.  
 
But it was the folks in Heaven  
Who made me sputter and gasp--  
The thieves, the liars, the sinners,  
The alcoholics and the trash.  
 
There stood the kid from seventh grade  
Who swiped my lunch money twice.  
Next to him was my old neighbor  
Who never said anything nice.  
 
Herb, who I always thought  
Was rotting away in hell,  
Was sitting pretty on cloud nine,  

Looking incredibly well.  
 
I nudged Jesus, 'What's the deal?  
I would love to hear Your take.  
How'd all these sinners get up here?  
God must've made a mistake.  
 
'And why is everyone so quiet,  
So somber - give me a clue.'  
'Hush, child,' He said, 'they're all in shock.  
No one thought they'd be seeing you.'  
 
JUDGE NOT!! Remember...Just going to 
church doesn't make you a  Christian any 
more than standing in your garage makes 
you a car.  Every saint has a PAST... Every 
sinner has a FUTURE!  

This poem 

sounds like 

something 

Helen would 

have sent me! 



  

LA Report 
  

The annual elections were held on May 30 and  there are only 3 changes: First Vice is Wendy 
Virtue, Secretary is Pat Warford and Treasurer is June Craig. Thanks to these members and eve-
ryone who chose to continue on in the same roles.  
 
The next meeting on Monday, June 27 will be an  “away” meeting taking place at the Rideau 
Restaurant located on the road to Kemptville.  
 
The details of the annual July pool party will be discussed and decided at the June meeting and the phone com-
mittee will be in touch with members regarding the details. 

 

            

Ways & Means 
 

 

Remaining barbeque dates are June 24; July 8 & 22; August 5 & 19 and September 2 and 16.   
 

Prices are as follows: steak platter $18; hamburger platter $9 and hot dog platter $6. 
 

We plan for 80 to 100 people per barbeque but once or twice a summer we go over the 100 person mark and so 
we have run out of salad and other food items on occasion.  
 

So if you could reserve your ticket in advance it would be much appreciate. 
 
Please call Shirley Morris at 613-838-3721 a day or two before the barbeque so we can plan accordingly. 
 
The June 24, July 8 and August 5 barbeque will feature the musical talents of Adam & Mike McSheffrey, two 
very talented young men, so be sure to plan on staying on after dinner. They will  play until 9 pm so you can be  
home before bedtime! 
 
Reckless Highway played at the barbeque on May 27 and they are booked to return on September 16. 

 
 

 

Membership 

 

 
Susan Popowicz was initiated at the June 16 General meeting. 
 
Susan appears in the picture at the right between Jane Louks and Shirley Morris. 
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             Club 55    
    
   This will be the last article until August.  Our entertainment for the 
first barbeque of the summer was a success.  Attendance was 119 

meals and approximately 35-40 remained for the music. Branch attendance and revenue 
was increased over last year. 
 

 We are booking the McSheffrey Brothers for the 24th of June (6:30-8:30) and looking to 
line them up on 8 July and 5 August. We will bring in the band, Reckless Highway, for the barbeque in Le-
gion Week on September 16.   
 

There has been a suggestion that we consider having Floor Shuffleboard as a sports activity.  It is conducted 
at other Legions and has proved very entertaining.  Let us know your feelings on this endeavour. 
 

Both the movies and cards will continue throughout the summer so please support these activities.  
 

Elections were held in May and you will be please to know your entire Executive and Officers were returned 
by acclamation.  Thanks for your confidence. 
 

Well that’s all for the season, Brenda and I are off to the Dominion Convention in Newfoundland and then to 
a cottage in Barry’s Bay.  See you in September. 

 

Brian Goss 

 
 

Friday Night Darts 

 
It has been at least 4 months since I first asked for someone to take over Friday Night  Darts come September 
and I still have not had one single person contact me.  Not even to say that they will help! 
 

If no one  steps up by August 1st then  we (and by we I guess I really mean I) will have to decide if Darts will 
continue for 2016-2017.  
 
If no one contacts me, I will assume that this event is not that important to others and will make my decision 
accordingly. 
 

 

FYI 
 
The Ladies Auxiliary and Club 55 made donations of $2000 each to the Branch  at the Charter Night Dinner. 
 
The back parking lot is set to be paved at a cost of about $20,000 pending Command approval. 
 
Thanks to Jack Lemyre for his piece on the history of the bagpipes part 1 -  this means more is on the way! 
Jack is going to be a busy guy since he is now the Chair for Branch Regulations, Service Officer, Public Rela-
tions and he is one of the elected officer for the Branch! 
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Honours & Awards - June 2016 
 

Branch  Presentations 

 

Years’ Service Lapel Badges 
Ordinary Members  15 years: Jack Lemyre.  35 years: Pat Sullivan.  40 years: Alton Gilhuly  and Peter 
MacArthur 
 
Associate Members  10 years: Elizabeth Douville.  15 years: Eunice Lemyre, Wendy Ryan, Nancy Timp-
son. 25 years: Millie Kennedy, Kay Lawless, Heather Murphy, Joanne Hepton. 35 years: Bob Lawless 
 
Affiliate Members:   15 years Jim Gleason 
 
Certificates of Appreciation: Bill Flynn,  Raymond Huet,  Maureen MacAuley,  Irwin MacCaffrey,  Chris 

Moffatt,  Scott Moffatt,  Mike Muldoon, Louis Seward  and  David Virtue 

 

Branch Service Medals:  Brian Goss  and   Thomas Louks 
 
Past Officer Medals & Bars: Membership: Shirley Morris.  Secretary Elizabeth Douville 
 
The following Life Members are marking significant milestones to their service to the Royal Canadian 
Legion: Oscar Clench, Mavis Lewis and Shirley Morris  25 Years. Roger Bourgeois 30 Years. Hilda Moore 
35 Years. John Lewis 40 Years. Robert Loverock 55 Years. 
  
LA Presentations 

 

Certificate of Appreciation: Karole Doucet, Wendy Virtue and Pat Warford 
 
Certificate of Merit: Millie Kennedy 
 

Service Bar: Treasurer Heather Murphy. 
 
Service Pins: 15 years: June Craig and Marg Hogan. 20 years Joyce Clench, 30 years Barb Lecompte. 
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PIPES & PIPERS – PART ONE 
 

Did you know that Bagpipes were once banned as an instrument of war? Strange but true.  After the British 
had finally subdued the Scottish Highland clans in 1746, the Act of Proscription was introduced.  It forbade 
the speaking of Gaelic, wearing tartans & the play of bagpipes.  The pipes were declared weapons of war 
and pipers were executed (in the most unspeakable way) if caught playing the pipes.  Pipes and pipers were 
hunted down like criminals.  Anyone harboring this instrument invited destruction of his home, risked im-
prisonment, lashes & even death. 
 
The origin of the bagpipe predates this rather recent Scottish history by several centuries.  
Pipes have been around in one form or other for more than 5,000 years.  Presumably, people 
discovered they could make sounds (some would call it music) by blowing in hollow reeds.  
Eventually the idea of building a volume of precious air into a container, possibly an animal 
bladder, was introduced. 
 
There are references to pipes in text written during the period of Pharaohs of Egypt & in 
Holy Land Scriptures.  In the long history of the Roman Empire there are many references to pipes.  During 
the burning of Rome, there is some evidence that Nero piped rather than fiddled.  Some blame the Romans 
for bringing the pipes to Scotland during their invasions of Europe. 
 
But the bagpipes had preceded the Romans.  The ancient Celts whose empire once spanned an area from 
Russia to the North of Ireland had their own instrument which they called the “Great War Pipe of the 
North”.  However, these fierce warriors were no match for the might of Julius Caesar’s armies and the Celtic 
Empire was finally reduced to a remnant of its former self. During medieval times it survived in Britain, 
Scotland & finally Ireland. Their influence on the Scottish clan system and on the music of the bagpipe is 
still felt to this day. 
 
Next time I’ll tell you more about the interaction between clans & their bagpipes. 
 

Jack Lemyre 

THE NEW TEACHER 

 After retiring, a former Gunny Sergeant in the Marine Corps took a new job as a high school 
teacher.  Just before the school year started, he injured his back. He was required to 
wear a light plaster cast around the upper part of his body. Fortunately, the cast fit 
under his shirt and wasn't noticeable when he wore his suit coat.  On the first day of 
class, he found himself assigned to the toughest students in the school. The smart-
aleck punks, having already heard the new teacher was a former Marine, were leery 
of him and he knew they would be testing his discipline in the classroom. Walking 
confidently into the rowdy classroom, the new teacher opened the window wide 
and sat down at his desk. When a strong breeze made his tie flap, he picked up a 
stapler and stapled the tie to his chest. Dead silence ... The rest of the year went smoothly. 



 
Legion Learning (From the Manuals) 

 
Ritual Awards & protocol Manual  Chapter 3 Pages 52 to 53 
 

LEGION ORDER OF PRECEDENCE  
 

312. The order of precedence for the various levels of  The Royal Canadian Legion is as follows:  
 

a. Dominion Appointments: 
i. The Grand Patron; 
ii. The Honourary Grand President  
iii. The Honourary Vice-President.  
 

b. Dominion Command:  
i. The Dominion President;  
ii. The Immediate Past Dominion President; 
iii.The First Vice-President; 
iv The Vice-Presidents;  
v. The Dominion Treasurer;  
vi. The Dominion Chairman; 
a.vii. Members of the Dominion Executive Council.  
b. 

c.c. Provincial Appointments:  
d.i.  The Honourary Grand President (as applicable) 
e.ii. Chaplain (as applicable) 
f. 

d. Provincial Command:  
i. The Provincial President; 
ii.The Immediate Past Provincial President;  
iii.The First Vice-President; 
iv. The Vice-Presidents ;  
v. The Provincial Treasurer;  
vi. The Provincial Chairman;  
vii. The Provincial Vice-Chairman;  
viii. Members of the Provincial Executive Council;  
ix.  District Commanders;  
x.   Deputy/Vice District Commanders;  
xi.  Members of District Executive Council;  
xii.  Zone Commanders; 
xiii. Deputy/Vice Zone Commanders;  
xiv. Members of Zone Executive Council.  
 

e.Branches: 
i.  The President;  
ii. The Immediate Past President; 
iii.The First-Vice President; 
iv. The Vice-Presidents in order of Seniority;  
v. Other officers in order of Seniority;  
vi. Members of the Branch Executive Committee 

Continued on next page... 



  

PARADES  

313. When on parade precedence is established by the senior person marching in the right side position of the 
first file. Others fill from right to left in descending order of precedence. 
 
BANQUETS 

314. Precedence at banquets is established by seating the senior person to the right of the host (President or 
Chairman), the next senior person to the host’s left. The procedure is followed for the remaining guests. 
 
PROTOCOL AT FUNCTIONS  
315. Guests. The invitation of guests to any function can bring credit and praise upon the Legion and our 
members. It is also an important way to educate local persons and dignitaries to the good deeds that we as an 
organization accomplish within our respective communities. However, the manner in which we treat our 
guests will leave a lasting impression upon them, either good or bad. Therefore, it is in our best interests to 
invite appropriate guests to appropriate functions and to ensure that they are looked after throughout the func-
tion.  
316. At any event organized through all levels of The Legion, advanced preparations and final day prepara-
tions are always essential for a successful event, the extending  of proper protocol to invited guests. They 
should be made fully aware of your expectations from the time they arrive until the time they depart from the 
event. This section of the manual should assist you in ensuring that this does happen. 
 
317. Procedures for Inviting. In determining a suitable guest for any function it is first necessary to determine 
how the guest relates to the function being held. Generally the guest should be knowledgeable or associated 
with the event taking place and will be able to add to the overall success of the event. Additionally, there may 
be occasions where it would be beneficial to the Legion to invite guests so that they become aware of our ac-
tivities and can therefore leave the event with a positive perception of our organization and help to spread that 
perception throughout the community. 
 
318. A potential invitee should be contacted well in advance to ensure that his schedule will permit atten-
dance. Initial contact can be made either in person or in writing. When contact has been made, it will be nec-
essary to provide as many details as possible concerning the event or the nature of the gathering. It should 
also be indicated to the guest why he has been chosen to come to the function. In essence, be up front and 
honest as to why you want the guest at your function. Also explain to the guest any sensitivities or peculiari-
ties of the gathering so that he will not be embarrassed during the function.  
 
319. If it is necessary to receive authority for a guest at your function, you will have to follow the procedures 
laid down by your Command. If the nature of the function or the guest will prove to be controversial, you 
should also notify your Command as to the arrangements being made. When requesting the attendance of a 
Dominion Officer at a branch function, the “Request for a Visit by a Dominion Command Officer” form must 
be completed in triplicate and submitted through the respective provincial command, at least 90 days prior to 
the event taking place. Copies of this Dominion Command form can be obtained through your provincial 
command office. 
 

To be continued 

 

9 



  

Spiritual Ponderings 
 

Reflection #98                                                                                               John 5:1-9  
 
I can’t believe that ever since the three year Ecumenical Lectionary Cycle was publically 
released in 1994, I believe, this is only the second time that I have actually presented a 
reflection based on this particular Gospel passage. What’s particularly interesting but 
certainly not life changing is that if you look in your home bibles, with the exception of 

the Kings James Version at John 5:1-9, you will notice that there is no verse 4. The passage skips from verse 
3 to verse 5 and no, it is not a typo. Apparently, when the Kings James Version was written, the manuscripts 
that were used contained verse 4, so there was no need for further inquiry – they translated what was at their 
disposal.  However, things began to change centuries later, as newer translations begin to emerge and archeo-
logical research began to find more ancient manuscripts. It just so happens that the earlier manuscripts don’t 
include what we call verse 4. The conclusion drawn by those who were using the earliest of manuscripts is 
that verse four was a later addition and was not part of the original Gospel of John. So you might be wonder-
ing what does verse 4 say, well according to the 1611 Kings James Bible verse 4 reads, “For an Angel went 

downe at a certaine season into the poole, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the trou-

bling of the water stepped in, was made whole of whatsoever disease he had”. It’s the Sabbath and Jesus 
is in the temple in Jerusalem by the pool of Bethsaida, not to be confused with the pool of Siloam. Around the 
pool lay a variety of invalids. It was believed that an angel would periodically stir up the waters of the pool, 
and the first one into these waters would be healed of their affliction. The man whom we are introduced to has 
been hanging around the pool for quite some time, we’re told, 38 years. It seems that he’s just too slow. Each 
time the opportunity presents itself, he begins to make his way to the pool but before he can get too close an-
other sufferer in better condition cuts him off and makes it ahead of him.  Foiled again, he sits back down, re-
sets his watch and waits for another opportunity.  I strongly believe that “waiting” in and of itself can be at 
times a very important spiritual practice – waiting teaches us about presence and patience. The only moment 
that really matters is the present moment – patience is acceptance of what is, a relinquishment of control. But, 
“waiting” can also be a result of a false sense of satisfaction, procrastination, avoidance or expectations of 
something better to come.  Regardless, Jesus picks the man out of the “crowd” of invalids and asks him point 
blank, “Do you want to be made well?” The man tries to explain that while he does indeed want to be made 
well he seems to be at a tremendous disadvantage in comparison to the others seeking healing. I don’t get it – 
38 years worth of unsuccessful attempts, you would think that the man might at the very least consider a dif-
ferent strategy – maybe he could simply lie by the edge of the pool and at the first sign of water movement, 
roll himself over into the pool. Jesus completely bypasses the possible agent of healing for the man – the wa-
ter - and directs him simply to stand up, take his mat and walk. The man does as he is instructed and is made 
well.  
 

The fact that the man is physically healed, just like that, is remarkable in and of itself but I suspect that if we 
scratch a bit below the surface we will find that perhaps even more importantly, the man is made whole.  
Apart from the reality of the political-religious situation there is nevertheless, something symbolic about the 
huge amount of years “waiting” - it appears to be an exaggeration to make a point and of course let us not 
dismiss so quickly the man’s mat. From his vantage point on the mat, the man has a rather limited perspective 
on things – his world-view is somewhat narrow and fixed.  He seems stuck – trapped – life around the pool is 
the only reality that he knows. His humanity is completely defined by his illness.  His life is wasting away. 
Jesus wants his humanity to be defined in a much broader context– a greater appreciation of himself in rela-
tionship with God. 



 A few years ago as I was perusing a selection of birthday cards I saw one that had on the front cover an 
enlarged face of a cute cat – one huge eye staring at you, the card holder. The caption read, “You look so 
young”. When you opened the card it said, “That’s better I must have been standing too close”.  Sometimes in 
life we don’t see the forest for the trees. Sometimes we need to step “back” in order to get a better perspective 
on things.  Sometimes we’re simply too close in a situation to be objective and we allow our emotions to dic-
tate what would normally be sound judgement. Sometimes we get so overly consumed in our little dramas 
that we forget that there is a whole world out there just waiting to be discovered, explored and enjoyed. We 
get stuck – we get stuck in old hurts that just don’t seem to go away. We get stuck in the past. We get stuck in 
our daily routines – the all too familiar or our predictable patterns of behavior. We get stuck “waiting” for 
healing when in fact we’re unconsciously quite content, comfortable and secure where we’re at - for some 
people it can be the only reality they know – for some people it can be how they define themselves. 
 
 I found it quite meaningful that the Greek word “egeiro” is used when Jesus commands the man to “stand 
up”. “Egeiro” is frequently used in the New Testament to describe “resurrection” – it means to arouse from 
sleep – to awake. That’s a clue that this narrative is more than simply a physical healing. The sad truth is that 
many of us walk through life half asleep. Our eyes are open - there’s light “upstairs”, and we function ade-
quately enough not to arouse suspicion of any unhappiness. We’re pretty good at masking, even at times from 
our very own selves, that something profound is missing from our lives – an itch that we just can’t seem to 
get at. Jesus, reminds us that the first step to new life – to wholeness – to self worth is to acknowledge - to 
name that which is preventing this from happening. Anyone who has undergone any form of addiction coun-
selling or anyone who is faced with a life threatening illness knows that the road to health and wholeness be-
gins with acceptance – coming to terms with reality. The question Jesus asks the man is simple and direct – 
“Do you want to be made well?” How would we respond if Jesus asked us that very same question?  
 
"I must be willing to give up what I am in order to become what I will be." Albert Einstein 

 

Fr Michel 

 

 

Feel free to enter the  

Peacefulness of the  

Quiet Garden at  

St John The Baptist Anglican Church  

Fowler & York Sts. Richmond.  

Walk the path of the Labyrinth. 

Join us for worship on Sundays 

       838-6075 or 838-9643 

FYI: This is the second to last column that Fr Michel will be sharing with us since he has decided to 
give retirement a try! Michel will be very busy over the next several months (more likely the next 
year or so) making all the decisions necessary at this stage of life. There are two more columns wait-
ing to be used and then I may start to recycle the older columns. A huge thank you to Michel for the 
100 columns that he has written for this bulletin. All the best for a wonderful retirement and feel free 
to come back as a contributor anytime! 



  
Points To Ponder 

 

A REAL PAGE-TURNER: I don’t go to the library on a regular basis, I must admit….but when I dropped 
by our tiny Richmond branch the other day, I was horrified to discover that I now had to 
check out items electronically, even though I was standing four feet away from a librarian. I 
was too stunned to ask this helpful soul (who guided me through the checkout system) what 
she’d be doing from now on….I fear there’s a robot hidden in the broom closet that will re-
shelve the books while she sits and supervises, and patrons will probably have to line up at a 
computer desk to ask Google questions or seek reading selection advice. I guess the staff will 
just be there to lock and unlock the doors…..until some genius decides that actual books 
aren’t really necessary anymore and the building will be converted into another drugstore. 
 
TOO MUCH OF A GOOD THING? Maybe we should reconsider all this outdoorsy exer-
cise stuff. In the last little while, a hiker left a trail, got lost and died – 26 days later. Another 
was swarmed by bees and died after receiving 1,000 bites.  Stationery bicycles in front of 
the widescreen, anyone? I think I’ll stick to hiking around various golf courses…. although 
I’ll have to watch out for snapping turtles, black flies, horse flies, deer flies, bees, wasps, 
mosquitoes, heat stroke, sunburn and those scary wayward tee shots. Hmmm….maybe that 
bike in front of the TV isn’t such a bad idea after all. I can always tune in to the Golf Chan-
nel. 
 
WHO HAS THIS MUCH MONEY? Just in case anyone’s looking for a little pied-à-terre when they visit 
the Big Apple to catch a Broadway show… A high-rise being built on Central Park South features a US$250-
million (that’s $325 million Cdn) four-storey apartment that spans 23,000 square feet. Floor plans show 16 
bedrooms, 17 bathrooms, five balconies and a massive terrace. You could bring along pretty much everyone 
you know and if you charge enough rent, you’ll have the place paid off in about 75 years. 
 
SHOULD WE BE WORRIED? While crews are busy digging under downtown Ottawa streets to make way 
for light rail, one has to wonder if the June 8 sinkhole incident is a sign of things to come. How stable are the 
foundations of the older buildings in these areas? Is all this work undermining surrounding streets? Did any-
one investigate all this before they started chewing through the bedrock, clay, sand? I sure 
won’t be lining up to take the first LRT ride. Or the second. And now the mayor has finally 
decided to look into expanding the rail system to Kanata. Perhaps we’d better make sure 
we get the first stage right before we make any plans to run the lines where they should 
have gone in the first place. And now we hear union accusations that unlicensed and un-
qualified workers have been doing electrical work on the LRT. Crucial work that went uninspected and is 
now buried, the union alleges. My confidence level continues to rise. 
 
THERE’S HOPE YET: The latest Washington Post/ABC News poll reveals that seven in 10 Americans 
don’t like Donald Trump. Of course they don’t like Hilary Clinton, either, but her numbers are better than his. 
How did they end up with two such unpalatable candidates? It’s going to be fine, though. If The Donald be-
comes president, every citizen will get a free AK-47 and all problems will be solved in that uniquely Ameri-
can way. If Hilary wins, she’ll try to close the barn door after the horses have fled by banning assault weap-
ons. They’ll still be available out of the back of a van in a dark alley, though – they’ll just cost more.  

Lynne Owen 



  
A Few Truths of life… 
  

We're all looking for truth in life.  What is right, what is wrong, what is best to have.  If there are a few real 
truths to life we've learned along the way, they would probably look something like this… 
 
The first necessity:  To communicate 
The greatest happiness:  To be useful to others 
The greatest mystery:  Death 
The most beautiful day:  Today 
The easiest thing:  Equivocate 
The biggest obstacle:  Fear 
The gravest error:  Give up, to despair 
The root of all evils:  Egoism 
The most beautiful occupation:  Work 
The worst route to follow:  Faint-heartedness 
The best teachers:  Children 
The worst defect:  Bad temper 
The most dangerous being:  The liar 
The most wretched feeling:  The grudge 
The most beautiful gift:  Forgiveness 
The most indispensable:  Home 
The quickest way:  The correct one 
The most comfortable feeling:  Interior peace 
The most powerful weapon:  The smile 
The best remedy:  Optimism 
 The greatest satisfaction:  The duty done 
The most powerful force:  Faith 
The most needed beings:  The parents 
The most beautiful of all:  Love 

 
Life without love - loses meaning. 

 
 

Engineering, Excavation  
And Site Work 

 

• Engineering services 
• Road and parking lot construction 
• Septic systems design and installation 
• Excavation and backfill 
• Sewer and water installation and repair 
• Site decommissioning and remediation 
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HISTORY OF THE CAR RADIO 
 
Seems like cars have always had radio's, But they didn't. Here's the story: 
 
One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends 
to a lookout point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois, to watch the sunset. It was a 
romantic night to be sure, But one of the women observed that it would be even nicer if they could listen 
to music in the car. Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios (Lear served as 
a radio operator in the U.S. Navy during World War I) and it wasn't long before they were  taking apart a 
home radio and trying to get it to work in a car. But it wasn't easy: automobiles have ignition switches, 
generators, spark plugs, and other electrical equipment that generate noisy static interference,   making it 
nearly impossible to listen to the radio when the engine was running. 
  
One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each source of electrical interference.  When 
they finally got their radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago.  There they met 
Paul   Galvin , owner of  Galvin Manufacturing Corporation. He made a product called a  "battery elimi-
nator", a device that allowed battery-powered radios to run on household AC current. 
 
But as more homes were wired for electricity, more radio manufacturers made AC-powered radios. 
Galvin needed a new product to manufacture. When he met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention, 
he found it.   He believed that mass-produced, affordable car radios had the potential to become a huge 
business. Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's  factory, and when they perfected their first radio, 
they installed it in his Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a loan. Thinking it 
might sweeten the deal, he had his men install a radio in the banker's Packard. Good idea, but it didn't 
work – Half an hour after the installation, the banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't get the loan.)   
 
Galvin didn't give up. He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City 
to show off the radio at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers Association convention. 
Too broke to afford a booth, he parked the car outside the convention hall and 
cranked up the radio so that passing conventioneers could hear it. 
 
That idea worked -- He got enough orders to put the radio into production. 
 
WHAT'S IN A NAME 
That first production model was called the 5T71. Galvin decided he needed to come up with something a 
little catchier. In those days many companies in the phonograph and radio businesses used the suffix 
"ola"  for their names - Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrolawere three of the biggest. Galvin decided to do 
the same thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it the Mo-

torola. 
 But even with the name change, the radio still had problems: When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it 
cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a brand-new car for $650, and the country 
was sliding into the Great Depression. (By that measure, a radio for a new car would cost about $3,000 
today.) 
  



 In 1930, it took two men several days to put in a car radio -- The dashboard had to be taken apart so that 
the receiver and a single speaker could be installed, and the ceiling had to be cut open to install the an-
tenna. These early radios ran on their own batteries, not on the car battery, so holes had to be cut into 
the floorboard to accommodate them. The installation manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 
pages of instructions. Selling complicated car radios that cost 20% of the price of a brand-new car 
wouldn't have been easy in the best of times, let alone during the Great Depression – Galvin lost money 
in 1930 and struggled for a couple of years after that. But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began 
offering Motorola's pre-installed at the factory. In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin struck a 
deal with B.F. Goodrich tire company to sell and install them in its chain of tire stores. By then the 
price of the radio, with installation included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and 
running. 
(The name of the company would be officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 
1947.)  In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car radios. 
 
In 1936, the same year that it introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced the Motorola Police 
Cruiser, a standard car radio that was factory preset to a single frequency to pick up police broadcasts. 
 In 1940 he developed the first handheld two-way radio -- The Handy-Talkie – for the U. S. Army. 
A lot of the communications technologies that we take for granted today were born in Motorola labs in 
the years that followed World War II. In 1947 they came out with the first television for   under $200. 
 In 1956 the company introduced the world's first pager; in 1969 came the radio and television equip-
ment that was used to televise Neil Armstrong's first steps on the Moon. In 1973 it invented the world's 
first handheld cellular phone. Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone manufacturers in the 
world. 
 And it all started with the car radio. 
 
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO the two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's car? 
 Elmer Wavering and William Lear, ended up taking very different paths in life. Wavering stayed with 
Motorola.  In the 1950's he helped change the automobile experience again when he developed the first 
automotive alternator, replacing inefficient and unreliable generators. The invention lead to such luxu-
ries as power windows, power seats, and, eventually, air-conditioning. Lear also continued inventing. 
He holds more than 150 patents. Remember eight-track tape players? Lear invented that. But what he's 
really famous for are his contributions to the field of aviation. He invented radio direction finders for 
planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, designed the first fully automatic  aircraft landing sys-
tem, and in 1963 introduced his most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, the world's first mass-
produced, affordable business jet. (Not bad for a guy who dropped out of school after the eighth 
grade.)   
 
Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the many things that we take for granted actually came into 

being! AND  It all started with a woman's suggestion!! 
 
 

 From Brian Beyer 
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 FOR THE CURIOUS, it is said: … 
  
  1:  Why do men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's clothes have buttons on the left?  
BECAUSE:  When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and worn primarily by the rich. Since 
most people are right-handed, it is to push buttons on the right through holes on the left.  Because wealthy 
women were dressed by maids, dressmakers put the buttons on the maid's right!  And that's where women's 
buttons have remained since. 
  
 2:   Why do ships and aircraft use 'mayday' as their call for help? BECAUSE:  This comes from the 
French word 'm'aidez' – meaning 'help me' - and is pronounced, approximately, 'mayday'. 
  
 3: Why are zero scores in tennis called 'love'?   BECAUSE:  In France, where tennis became popular, the 
round zero on the scoreboard looked like an egg and was called 'l'oeuf', which is French for 'the egg'.  When 
tennis was introduced in the US , Americans (naturally), mispronounced it 'love'. 
 
 4: Why does an X's at the end of a letter signify kisses?  BECAUSE:  In the Middle Ages, when many 
people were unable to read or write, documents were often signed using an X.   Kissing the X represented an 
oath to fulfill obligations specified in the document. The X and the kiss eventually became synonymous. 
  
5: Why is shifting responsibility to someone else called 'passing the buck'?   BECAUSE:  In card games, 
it was once customary to pass an item, called a buck, from player to player to indicate whose turn it was to 
deal. If a player did not wish to assume the responsibility of dealing, he would 'pass the buck' to the next 
player. 
  
 6: Why do people clink their glasses before drinking a toast?  BECAUSE:  In earlier times it used to be 
common for someone to try to kill an enemy by offering him a poisoned drink. To prove to a guest that a 
drink was safe, it became customary for a guest to pour a small amount of his drink into the glass of the host. 
Both men would drink it simultaneously. When a guest trusted his host, he would only touch or clink the 
host's glass with his own. 
  
7: Why are people in the public eye said to be 'in the limelight'?  BECAUSE:  Invented in 1825, limelight 
was used in lighthouses and theatres by burning a cylinder of lime which produced a brilliant light. In the 
theatre, a performer 'in the limelight' was the center of attention. 
  
8: Why is someone who is feeling great 'on cloud nine'?  BECAUSE:  Types of clouds are numbered ac-
cording to the altitudes they attain, with nine being the highest cloud. If someone is said to be on cloud nine, 
that person is floating well above worldly cares. 
 
9: In golf, where did the term 'Caddie' come from?  When Mary Queen of Scots went to France as a young 
girl, Louis, King of France, learned that she loved the Scots game 'golf'. He had the first course outside of 
Scotland built for her enjoyment. To make sure she was properly chaperoned (and guarded) while she played, 
Louis hired cadets from a military school to accompany her  .  Mary liked this a lot and when she returned to 
Scotland (not a very good idea in the long run), she took the practice with her.  In French, the word cadet is 
pronounced ca-day' and the Scots changed it into caddie. 
  
10: Why are many coin collection jar banks shaped like pigs?   

Continued on the bottom of the next page 



  

Health & Wellness 
 
 
GERMS on public surfaces. 
The threat is extremely small.  The relatively few  bacteria and viruses harmful to 
humans can survive  on dry surfaces for a while—typically several hours or days, 
but in a few cases for months or even years.  Fortunately, the germs cannot multi-
ply without nutrients or moisture.   So even if they do manage to enter the body—
through eyes, nose, mouth, genitals, anus, or open wounds---there are usually so 
few of them that the immune system can wipe them out before any infection develops.  To minimize this al-
ready minimal risk, wash your hands with soap and water; don't touch your mouth, eyes, or nose with dirty 
hands; and avoid obviously soiled or moist surfaces, where germs can multiply. 
  
WOUNDS                   
 What would require you get a tetanus shot -   Puncture wounds caused by nails, large splinters, animal bites, 
or anything else contaminated with rust, dirt, or animal waste  or saliva are the most likely to become infected 
with tetanus bacteria. 
 
Infection can cause stiffness and spasms in the jaw, neck and other muscles, difficulty breathing, and death. 
Fortunately, the odds of infection are minuscule if you've maintained your immunity with the recommended 
series of tetanus vaccinations;  three inoculations before age 6, another about six years later, and booster shots 
every 10 years after that.  However, since tetanus is very hard to treat, wound that are especially deep or dirty 
may warrant a booster shot for  extra  protection if you haven't had one in the past five years.  Note that the 
recent tetanus -vaccine shortage has ended, so if you're due for a booster, call your doctor. 
 
PREVENTING  HANGOVERS. 

 Alcohol can cause dehydration  and disrupt cell function throughout the body, making you feel sick, or hung 
over, when an intoxication  wears off.  The amount needed to trigger a hangover depends partly on how much 
you're used to drinking;  As little as one or two glasses of wine, for example, can leave some people feeling  
wiped out if they seldom drink at all.  Of course, the best way to avoid a hangover—and to avoid  getting dan-
gerously tipsy—is simply not to drink heavily or more than usual.  But several steps may possibly reduce the 
likelihood and severity of a hangover.  Try not to drink on an empty stomach or when you're worn out from 
exercise or lack of sleep.  After you've indulged, drinking lots of non-alcoholic liquids and popping a non 
steroidal anti-inflammatory drug such as aspirin or ibuprofen may be helpful.  Note that dark liquors includ-
ing red wine are more likely  to leave you hung over than lighter libations  
 

Millie Kennedy, KGFE 
 
 

BECAUSE:  Long ago, dishes and cookware in Europe were made of dense orange clay called 'pygg'. 
When people saved coins in jars made of this clay, the jars became known as 'pygg banks'. When an Eng-
lish potter misunderstood the word, he made a container that resembled a pig. And it caught on. 

 

Believe it or not!   From  Brian Beyer 
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Joanne Heinbuch 02-Jul 

Heather Murphy 05-Jul 

Gerry Gauthier 10-Jul 

Bob Leighton 10-Jul 

Truman Lewis 11-Jul 

George Skinner 11-Jul 

Chris Moffatt 12-Jul 

Don Wakerell 16-Jul 

Barb Lecompte 18-Jul 

Joanne Hepton 20-Jul 

Shirley Beardsell 21-Jul 

Lana Muldoon 23-Jul 

Bob Loverock 01-Aug 

Hilda Moore 09-Aug 

Marg Atkinson 10-Aug 

Peter Murphy 16-Aug 

Josephine Wrona 17-Aug 

Pat Sullivan 19-Aug 

A. A. McRae 21-Aug 

Ron Reynolds 21-Aug 

Sandra Carter 23-Aug 

Eileen Kavanagh 23-Aug 

Brian Goss 28-Aug 

Lis Olsen 29-Aug 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

The deadline for bulletin columns is the THIRD FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH by 6 pm.  
Exceptions: July = there is no bulletin and December =  the second  Saturday by noon. 

Wendy Ryan 
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