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President’s Message 
 
Time seems to be standing still yet changes are coming to Branch 625. We are still 
unable to hold a General Meeting where there would be Elections followed by ap-
pointments of the coming year`s Committee Chairs. The President (myself) and Vice 
President (Johnny Villeneuve) have been instructed by Command to remain in posi-
tion for the next year. There have been several retirements of Committee Chairs as 
they have been in position for the last two years or more. The new Committee Chairs 

are as follows: 

Sgt At Arms (Officer of Branch) Boyd Dulmage 

Executive Committee – Wendy Ryan 

Executive Committee Emeritus – Mavis Lewis 

Poppy & Poppy Trust – Eric Booth 

Sports Chair – Cathy & Tim Lytle 

Bursary – Elizabeth Douville 

Hall Rentals – Tom Louks 

Branch Telephone Committee - Wendy Ryan 

Honours & Awards – Pat Laninga 

Ways & Means  – We are still looking for someone to volunteer  

Catering - We are still looking for someone to volunteer 

The Branch has been open in a limited capacity for exercises 0900-1000 and coffee 1000-1100 on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays. We are anxiously waiting to leave Stage 3 and begin the reopening of the 
Branch for all activities. I have received a couple of emails from the Sgt Wilson`s Show in the Netherlands. 
This is the show that was cancelled when the pandemic hit Europe and ourselves. They offered us the 22nd 
of October 2022 with fits perfectly with our Remembrance ceremonies but the exact date is still being dis-

cussed. We will book them in anticipation of a full opening. 

Have you been around the hall lately? The back acre has been trimmed by a bush hog and is firm and flat. 
Several people have suggested it would be a perfect place for wedding pictures and even outdoor weddings, 
if fixed up. Any ideas folks? The patio could be spruced up as it is licensed, and the hall size is perfect for 

small to medium wedding receptions. Sometimes we must look outside the box for income. 

All in all, we are surviving and are spit brainstorming ideas for a grand reopening when possible. We 

would welcome any ideas, suggestions and help for going forward. 

Brian Goss 



  

           Club 55    
 
Hello Members!  Welcome back! Our first meeting in too many months will be on Thursday  
September 23, 2021 at 10 am.   

 
We will have coffee and a few nice surprises for you! 
 
Fess are still $5.00 and we will be accepting them on that day. 
 
All members MUST have had 2 vaccinations, wear a mask and social distance. Hand sanitizing and signing in is 
required.  
 
Current covid protocol will be in place for this meeting. 
 
Hope to see you soon. 
 

Joanne Heinbuck  
 
 

Covid Vaccine Guidelines 

 
The Province will be announcing a Vaccination Passport requirement for non-essential facilities. 
 
RCL Zone G5 provides information that effective September 22 2021, we must show proof of full  
Vaccination (digital or paper) plus photo ID. 
 
You will need proof of vaccination and ID card to attend indoor activities at the Richmond Legion. 
 
Proof will be necessary for meetings, events, exercise etc  
 
Outdoor patios are excluded. 
 
Negative tests or recent infection will not be accepted. 
 
The number of people able to attend each event/activity will depend upon the current opening status as 
set by the Ministry of Health. Currently we are allowed 25 to 30 people per event as along as social dis-
tancing is maintained. 
 
Masks are still required.  
 
Please note that if the hall is rented for a private function and no bar/catering etc is provided by the 
branch, the renter of the hall is responsible for enforcement of covid restrictions.  
 



  

            Membership Report 

 
Greetings everyone, it has been another up and down year, and things are not back to the state 

that everyone would like them to be. 

At the current time we have 115 members. We had 4 members who passed away, 7 members 

who chose not to renew, and 10 new members for 2020/2021 

Having said that, it is Membership Renewal 2022 time. I have received all the renewal forms, and the yearly 

membership fee is $50. 

You have the following options to renew: 

1. Online at legion.ca, you must have or create a profile and password in order to do this. The branch will get 

notified when you have renewed. 

2. Mail a cheque, or money order payable to RCL #625 to RCL #625  P.O. Box 625  Richmond ON K0A 2Z0 

NOTE: Please do not send cash in the mail 

3. You can leave payment at the Legion during coffee hours Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 a.m. to 

11 a.m. Or pass it on to one of the Executive Officers or Executive Committee members. 

4. I will be at the Legion on Saturday 25 Sep from 10 a.m. to moon, and then again on Saturday 02 Oct from 
10 a.m. to noon, should anyone like to attend to pay their membership. You may pay by cash at that time, 

please have correct change available. 

NOTE: All membership renewals payments must be passed to the Membership Chair for processing. Then 

they will be passed to the Treasurer for deposit. 

Once payment has been received, your renewal sticker will be mailed to you, or if you renew in person, it will 

be given to you at that time. 

We do have 8 members that are on automatic renewal, and 2 members who have paid up until 2024. No ac-

tion is required by these members and your renewal stickers have already been mailed out. 

It is our goal to have the 2022 membership payments by 15 December 2021. As in previous years, we will be 
having an early bird draw for any members who renew on or before 30 November 2021. Two (2) names will 

be drawn and each person will receive a cheque for $50.  

Continued on next page. 
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 Continued from previous page… 

 

I will be speaking with the Executive Committee in regards to having additional early bird draws. I will have 
more information at a later date.  I am looking into setting up a table at the Richmond Fair for an afternoon as a 

recruiting drive for new members, also again in mid October at the Richmond Market. 

If any members know anyone who would like to join, young people are encouraged, as we need them to carry 

on the business of the Legion when we are not able to anymore. 

Take good care comrades, continue to be safe. 

Boyd Dulmage, CD   
 

 

Pictured right is the new Legion casual shirt - it is a short sleeve but-
ton up shirt that can be worn casual Legion events such as general 
meetings etc.  
 
It comes in ladies and men's sizes (small medium and large - exact 
size details can be found on the Legion Poppy Store website) and can 
be ordered via Treasurer Pat McGrath - call her at 613-838-2652. The 
cost is approximately $35.  

Protocol for Death of a Legion Member 

 
Current guidelines for the Richmond Legion ask that the Branch President be notified of the passing of a 
member as soon as possible.  The President will offer condolences to the family on behalf of the branch and 
will discuss with the family any services that are required including a Legion Service at the funeral home, 
church or graveside; hall rental or catering. 
 
The President will then provide the family contact name and phone number to those in the branch who are 
responsible for the needed elements. The Sgt-at-Arms for any Legion Service requests, hall rental chair etc.  
 
If you hear that one of our members has died, please contact the Branch President. 
 
Please note that a Legion Service is available to any veteran, member or non-member. 



  

Poppy Report 
 

As many of you know every Veterans' Week (5 - 11 November) we honour our Vet-
erans by placing white crosses on their graves in the cemeteries located within RCL 
625 Richmond and District. 

At some point in time blue crosses were added to honour members of our Branch. 

As Remembrance Day is traditionally the time to recognize Veterans, we have decided not to continue 
the practice of placing blue crosses. 

I know not everybody will agree with our decision, but we would like to keep Veterans week and Re-
membrance Day as a time to honour our Veterans. 

Legion Members who are not veterans are the life blood of our branch and are very much appreciated, 
we thank you for your ongoing support and understanding. 

We are looking for persons to assist with the 2021 Poppy Campaign. 

This year we have decided again not to have in-store volunteers due to the dangers of COVID. 

As our community grows and as our membership ages, we have come to the conclusion that we need 
more help with the Poppy Box distribution and pickup at Richmond & District businesses. 

The money raised during the Poppy Campaign is spent to support Veterans and Youth initiatives 
within our community. Donations have been given to the Perley Rideau Veterans. Health Centre, The 
Ottawa and the Queensway-Carleton Hospitals for much needed equipment and research. Donations 
have also been given to support Cadets and to local students to further their education and promote 
Remembrance. 

There are many other Veteran Support organizations which require much needed funding. 

Help us to help Veterans in their time of need. They gave for us. 

If you would like to assist please contact me at poppyrcl625@gmail.com 

Thank you 

Eric Booth, CD 
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SGT-AT ARMS REPORT 

As your newly appointed Sgt-at-Arms I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members for their 

continued support through this trying time at our branch. 

The Sgt-at-Arms has a variety of duties, mostly of the ceremonial type, such as Remembrance Day, Grave-
side Services, and General meetings. In addition I attend all Executive meetings to help the President keep the 
flow of the meeting going. During Executive and General meetings another one of my duties is to ensure that 
only members of the Branch are in attendance, unless they are invited guests. I do not look after the security 

of the branch as that is the responsibility of the Executive Committee members. 

It is very important to me that when a member of our branch passes away that if requested by the family, we 
offer a Legion Graveside Ceremony. Ceremonies can also be performed indoors when COVID conditions 

permit.  

In accordance with the Legion Regulations we can perform a Graveside Ceremony for a Veteran even if they 

are not a member of the Legion.  

If any member is approached by the family for a Graveside Service, the request must first be submitted to our 
President, who will pass the information to the Sgt-at-Arms who will organize a honour guard and contact the 
family and clergy to brief them on the format of the Legion Graveside service. All members are welcome to 
attend the service, and are asked to arrive at least 10 minutes prior to the starting of the service so they can be 

quickly briefed on the format. Please don’t worry as it is a very easy format. 

I have put together a format for our Graveside Service, which was approved by the Executive Committee and 
will form part of the Branch By-Laws.  Our ultimate goal is to show the family of the deceased that their ser-
vice to our Country and to the Legion was important and appreciated, and we see them off with the greatest 

of respect and dignity. 

Yes, the Legion is there to help Veterans, but please never forget that if it was not for our associate and affili-
ated members our branch and many others would no longer be able to function. Thanks so much to all of 

them. 

It is my hope to put together a permanent Honour/Colour Guard by recruiting some new younger members 
into our branch. They don’t have to have any military background, but would be required to have a Legion 
uniform with headdress. Instruction will be given. If you know of any people that would be interested in this 
please let me know. It is a volunteer position, but it would bring a sense of pride to anyone who was part of 

this Honour Guard. 

I will look into the awarding of a Legion Service Medal after the completion of 12 months on the Honour 

Guard. 

Take good care comrade’s, and continue to be safe.                                 Boyd Dulmage, CD 



  
CEREMONIAL FUNERAL SERVICE. 

 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH 625 Revised – 28 August 2021 
 
1. Each member of the Legion would be given a Maple Leaf prior to the start of the service and it is to be 
pinned onto the upper left side of their Legion uniform, or whatever dress they have. 
 
2. Sometimes it is difficult to get Flag Bearers, so Flags can be placed in flag stands at an appropriate posi-
tion. 
 
3. The Sgt-at-Arms and President will stand beside each other with the remaining members at the rear. 
While the casket or urn is being transported to the graveside the Sgt-at-Arms will give the command 
“Honour Guard” ATTENTION. The President and Sgt-At-Arms will salute and remain saluting until the 
Sgt-at-Arms gives the command “Honour Guard’ STAND AT EASE. During this time The Piper will play. 
 
4. Once the clergy has finished his or her service, the Sgt-at-Arms will take a position at the head of the 
casket or urn. That would signal the start of the Legion service. 
 
5. Then our chaplain or designated person would place a single Maple Leaf on the grave. The piper will 
play his selection, (if piper is not available a prayer will be chosen by the clergy or designated person). fol-
lowed by a moment of silence, and then the Act of Remembrance is recited. 
 
6. The piper will play a slow march, and starting with the President each Legion member will come for-
ward, remove their Maple Leaf and drop it into the grave. If a member is in UNIFORM they will salute. All 
others will pause briefly. All members will return to their spot after placing the Maple Leaf. 
 
7. After all members have placed their Maple Leaf the Sgt-at-Arms will place his or her Maple Leaf, salute 
and return to the head of the casket or urn. 
 
8. The last person to place their maple leaf will be the piper, who will return to his position and play a final 
selection. 
 
9. The Sgt-at-Arms will give the command “Honour Guard” ATTENTION, followed by Honour Guard 
“DIS-MISSED”. Members will make a right hand turn and walk 3 paces and that will end the Legion cere-
mony. 
 
NOTE: The same service will be used for VETERANS, the only exception will be the use of Poppies. 
 
If our piper is not available, the piper portion will be skipped, but the remainder of the service will be the 
same. 
 

Boyd Dulmage, Sgt-at-Arm 



 Humour 
 

Interesting...even if not true. 

 
Found on the internet:  This really got my attention, so I wanted to share it with anyone interested in history. 
 

One of my friends told me about a powerful lesson in her daughter's high school class recently. They're learn-
ing about the Salem Witch Trials, and their teacher told them they were going to play a game. 
 

"I'm going to come around and whisper to each of you whether you're a witch or a regular person. Your goal 
is to build the largest group possible that does NOT have a witch in it. At the end, any group found to include 
a witch gets a failing grade." 
 

The teens dove into grilling each other. One fairly large group formed, but most of the students broke into 
small, exclusive groups, turning away anyone they thought gave off even a hint of guilt. 
 
"Okay," the teacher said. "You've got your groups. Time to find out which ones fail. All witches, please raise 
your hands."  No one raised a hand.  
 

The kids were confused and told the teacher he'd messed up the game. "Did I? Was anyone in Salem an ac-
tual witch? Or did everyone just believe what they'd been told?"   
 

And that is how you teach kids how easy it is to divide a community.  
 

Keep being welcoming, beautiful people. Shunning, scapegoating and dividing destroys far more than they 
protect. Do not allow the political elite to divide us.  
 

We must remain united against those who would do so. 
 
 
 
 
Love is a Many Splendored Thing... 
  
A woman, cranky because her husband was late coming home again, decided to leave a note, saying, "I've 

had enough and have left you...don't bother coming after me".  Then she hid under the bed to see his reaction. 
  
After a short while, the husband comes home and she could hear him in the kitchen before he comes into the 
bedroom. She could see him walk towards the dresser and pick up the note. 
  
After a few minutes, he wrote something on it before picking up the phone and calling someone. 
  
"She's finally gone...yeah I know, about bloody time, I'm coming to see you, put on that sexy French nightie. I 

love you...can't wait to see you...we'll do all the naughty things you like." 
  
He hung up, grabbed his keys and left. She heard the car drive off as she came out from under the bed, seeth-
ing with rage and with tears in her eyes.  She grabbed the note to see what he wrote.   
  

"I can see your feet. We're outta bread; be back in five minutes." 



 Old Farmer's Advice:  
 

Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight and bull-strong. 
 

Keep skunks and bankers at a distance. 
 

Life is simpler when you plow around the stump. 
 

A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor. 
 

Words that soak into your ears are whispered... not yelled. 
 

Meanness don't just happen overnight. 
 

Forgive your enemies; it messes up their heads. 
 

Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you. 
 

It don't take a very big person to carry a grudge. 
 

You cannot unsay a cruel word. 
 

Every path has a few puddles. 
 

When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty. 
 

The best sermons are lived, not preached. 
 

Most of the stuff people worry about, ain't never gonna happen anyway. 
 

Don't judge folks by their relatives. 
 

Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer. 
 

Live a good and honorable life, then when you get older and think back, you'll enjoy it a second time. 
 

Don't interfere with something' that ain't bothering you none. 
 

Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance. 
 

If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin'. 
 

Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got. 
 

The biggest troublemaker you'll probably ever have to deal with, watches you from the mirror every morn-
ing'. 
 

Always drink upstream from the herd. 
 

Good judgment comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from bad judg-
ment. 
 

Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin' it back in. 
 

If you get to thinking' you're a person of some influence, try ordering' somebody 
else's dog around. 
 

Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, and enjoy the ride. 
 

Don't pick a fight with an old man. If he is too old to fight, he'll just shoot you! 



 ... 

 

A Little Humour 

 

 An older, tired-looking dog wandered into my garden. 

  

I could tell from his collar and well-fed belly that he had a home and was well taken care of. He calmly 

came over to me, I gave him a few pats on his head. He then followed me into my house, slowly walked 

down the hall, curled up in the corner and fell asleep. 

  

An hour later, he went to the door, and I let him out. 

  

The next day he was back, greeted me in my garden, walked inside and resumed his spot in the hall and 

again slept for about an hour. This continued off and on for several weeks. 

  

Curious I pinned a note to his collar: 'I would like to find out who the owner of this wonderful sweet dog is 

and ask if you are aware that almost every afternoon your dog comes to my house for a nap.' 

  

The next day he arrived for his nap, with a different note pinned to his collar: 'He lives in a home with 6 

children, 2 under the age of 3 - he's trying to catch up on his sleep. Please, may I come with him tomor-

row?' 



  
Points to Ponder... 

 
I wasn’t sure I could find the enthusiasm to pontificate about anything this month. 

 
I knew if I did, it wouldn’t be funny. Not much amuses me these days. Except my dog, for which I thank him 
daily. He’s staring at me right now, wondering why I’m typing and not taking him for yet another walk. He’s 
obsessed with walks, for which I also thank him daily. 
 
The world has become a decidedly unfunny place over these many long months. Much of what’s happened is 
downright infuriating: the pandemic, of course; the unnecessary, self-serving, ridiculously expensive federal 
election; the sudden appearance of irrational protest groups that I foolishly hoped only existed in the U.S. 
 
I have always been proud, and grateful, to be a Canadian. The growing hatred and vitriol that we now witness 
daily, thanks to the other global plague, have put cracks in a once-solid foundation. 
 
Protests are fine – if they’re peaceful and directed towards the right people and institutions, and, dare I sug-
gest, make sense. When they cross those lines, they leap to the top of my infuriating list. 
 
I’m not going to argue the merits of the “it’s all about me” arguments made by ill-informed people as they 
battle against vaccines, public health regulations and whatever else they’ve taken on as a cause because they 
read about it on a dubious Internet site and immediately took it as gospel. I couldn’t even summon a cynical 
smirk when I heard that large numbers of people were actually taking horse dewormer to ward off COVID, 
mostly because it was too bizarre, and far too sad. 
 
I’m thinking that, in future, I’ll offer gems of wisdom from the aforementioned dog. He’s smarter than a lot of 
people who have far too much to say. Maybe he’ll turn out to be the one who actually makes sense. 
 

Lynne Owen 
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Remembrance Lawn Signs 

 
If anyone is interested in purchasing a lawn sign for Remembrance Day, they 
are available for $19.95 plus tax from the Legion store.  It is made of coroplast 
and is reusable and recyclable and is very different from the ones they offered 
last year. 
 
It is pictured on the right. 
 
Please contact me by September 30, 2021 at wryan1955@hotmail.com or call 
me at 613-838-9696 if you want a sign.  



 

Tom Platt 03-Oct 

Judy MacKenzie 04-Oct 

Maurice Lavoie 05-Oct 

Robert Ciraco 09-Oct 

Debbie McSheffrey 13-Oct 

Joyce Treboutat 13-Oct 

Brian McSheffrey 15-Oct 

Mary Jo 17-Oct 

Sharon St. Jean 17-Oct 

Tim Lytle 20-Oct 

Nancy Timpson 22-Oct 

Oscar Clench 24-Oct 

Mary Brule 25-Oct 

Joyce Clench 26-Oct 

Victor Hepton 28-Oct 

Bob Marler 29-Oct 

Jane Louks 03-Nov 

Dr Rod Rabb 11-Nov 

Alfred Kavanagh 11-Nov 

Peter Moore 14-Nov 

Kerry Lee Cook 19-Nov 

Georgia Read 19-Nov 

Earle Payne 26-Nov 

John Andrew 27-Nov 

Dini Cameron 04-Dec 

Kay Lawless 05-Dec 

Nancy Brown 08-Dec 

Tom Louks 08-Dec 

Alfred Burns 09-Dec 

Mike Muldoon 11-Dec 

Mark Rabb 12-Dec 

Henry Mains 15-Dec 

Shirley Reddick 15-Dec 

Joyce Cook 17-Dec 

Anthony McGrath 22-Dec 

William Murphy 23-Dec 

Marina Leullier 24-Dec 

Boyd Dulmage 25-Dec 

Lynne Owen 25-Dec 

Louis Seward 27-Dec 



Please  

Support 

Our  

Advertisers! 



 

 

 The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 625   

6430 Ottawa St. W Box 625,  

Richmond, Ontario K0A 2Z0 
 

  Phone 613-838-2644     
 

 Website: www.richmondlegion.ca  

 

Richmond Branch 625 is open for Coffee and Exercises. 
 

Registration for Exercises (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 0900 - 0950) will still be Pat McGrath at 613-838-
2652. Maximum number will be 20. 

 
Registration for Coffee (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 1000-1100) will still be Tom Louks at 613-838-3244. 

Maximum number will be 20 until further information received. 
 

All covid guidelines remain in place - you MUST WEAR A MASK, sign in and physical distance etc. 
Details are posted on the entrance to the Legion. Please see Page 4 for details... 

Remembrance Day Commemorations 2021 

Unfortunately with COVID-19 still rearing its ugly head, we will again be conducting a 

reduced capacity Remembrance Day Ceremony on 11 November 2021. 

There will be no parade along Perth St., nor will there be any reception following the Cere-

mony. We will also have a limited number of pre-selected participants and wreaths. 

Everybody attending will be required to follow health guidelines, such as social distancing, the wearing of 

approved facemasks and will have to follow any other guidelines that may be required at that time. 

No tents or chairs will be provided. Therefore if you plan to be a spectator you may wish to bring your own 

chair and dress appropriately. 

As we will have a limited capacity due to social distancing requirements, only those who have pre-registered 

will be permitted in the designated spectator area. 

We are asking that if you are interested in attending as a spectator, that you please contact me prior to 

05 November at poppyrcl625@gmail.com. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Eric Booth, CD 

Poppy Chair 


